
Noise & Vibration 
 
This subject is extremely concerning for the residents of Wishing Well Farm, three of whom have 
protected characteristics and are hypersensitive to noise and light, thus the close proximity of this 
project to Wishing Well Farm will cause mental trauma and have an adverse effect on the health 
conditions of the residents, meaning that they can on longer maintain the life they have enjoyed for 
many years in what was a carefully selected  isolated location  
 
We are seriously concerned that the Decibel readings within National Highways documents are 
based on averages of readings taken in May 2021 when Covid rules were still in place and 
Government advice was “If you could possibly work from home, continue to do so”. Therefore, these 
figures bear no relevance to current or future readings due to the increase in traffic levels since 
those readings, and future increases. 
Previous Highways England published literature, indicated that our entrance at Wishing Well Farm 
would be 31.5 metres from the new road edge, so we undertook our own decibel readings at that 
distance from the existing A12 on a Monday morning between 8.20 & 9.20 a.m. the result was an 
average of 81dB, which is well in excess of figures quoted by Highways. We are now being advised 
that the entrance at Wishing Well Farm will be 22 metres from the new road edge so the decibels 
will be higher than the ones taken by us and those being quoted by National Highways. 
 
National Highways did not take specific decibel readings at Wishing Well Farm despite the sensitivity 
associated with its location but, taking the decibel readings from the nearest monitored receptors 
LT8 and LT10  our middle distance reading from the current A12  will be approximately 60.6/60.4 
decibels, add this to the piling decibels of 85.2 potential noise levels at Wishing Well Farm could be 
as high as dB145.6 even without other construction equipment i.e. articulated dump truck at 104 
decibels this level would cause permanent damage to hearing and further health issues to the 
residents of Wishing Well Farm and make working in our photographic/recording studios impossible 
and any outside activities harmful. 
 
Within the Environmental Statement, Operational Noise Significant Effects, it highlights that “even 
after mitigation Wishing Well Farm is a location of adverse day and night construction noise.” 
 
In the Construction Noise Assessment, it shows that concrete piling will be undertaken within 
proximity to Wishing Well Farm both at day and at night. Within the Environmental Statement 
Appendix 12.4 it quotes a decibel figure for piling of 85.2, and on page 14 it gives decibel readings 
for various types of construction equipment for example an articulated dumper truck 104 decibels. 
 
A further concern is that within 6.5 Noise and Vibration Management Plan page 10, K.6.18 it states, 
“it is not proposed to permanently measure noise and/or vibration levels at any single location 
throughout the duration of the works.” This means that the PC will only apply Best Practicable 
Means contrary to The Environmental Protection Act 1990 to control noise prejudicial to health. 
 
 
In the Property Noise Overview- Wishing Well Farm V 0.1 received from National Highways  on 9th 
September 2022 it states that “there is an acceptance that there will be significant adverse effects 
on health and quality of life, at the end of this document there is also an admittance that the night 
time SOAEL exceeds the noise levels in accordance with national policy, but as it states it has not 
been possible to reduce the noise level any further, that although in excess of SOAEL, it now meets 
the requirements at National Policy, How can this be ? 
 



Despite the mitigation measures Highways refer to at our location, which include a 4 metre high 
noise barrier, they have stated that they have no technical information for this barrier as it is still 
being designed and thus they cannot reasonably justify their figures within the DCO. they state 
“there is predicted to be a major increase in noise which would cause a significant adverse effect at 
the dwelling and the recording studio at Wishing Well Farm” Highways also state “No further 
mitigation measures are considered feasible in this location” despite them admitting that the night 
time noise level at the house is predicted to be above the SOAEL level but the recording studio is not 
considered as a sensitive receptor at night. This means that Highways have not considered that the 
occupants might need to carry out work during the evenings, in particular mastering of music tracks 
recorded during the day. This also does not take into account the 24 hour effects on sensitive 
analogue equipment which is very sensitive to vibration and due to their heritage are irreplaceable 
should damage occur  
 


